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Problem
How can we afford?

New materials for the classroom

Special projects

Professional development





Solution:  Grants!

Many opportunities

Practice makes perfect

Mentors help open doors





“An investment 
in knowledge 
pays the best 
interest.” –
Benjamin Franklin



Former research scientist awarded over $100K in 
grants from NSF and NIH

$5 million + DARPA grant and VC for GeneSoft

$15,000 + earned for Sea Pines Montessori

Chairperson for AMS Mini-grants Research Committee

How can I help?



Types of Grants
Small (<$1000)

Medium (<$30,000)

Large ($50,000+)

Professional Development



Small Grants
<$1000
Great for 
Materials

Extensions
Equipment



Medium Grants: 
< $30,000

Whole classroom set-up
Technology



Large Grants

> $50,000
Permanent Projects:

Buildings
Art Programs

Music Programs
Outdoor Equipment



Professional Development

Training
Strengthen Weak Subject Areas

Projects to Bring to the Classroom



Searching for Grants

Know what you need

Start locally, regionally

Check the rules



Searching:  Helpful hints

Local foundations great source for public 
and private non-profit schools

See handout for grant websites

National grants highly competitive



Writing:  Helpful hints
Read the Rules



Writing:  Helpful hints
Print/Screenshot application



Proven Program

Writing:  Helpful hints
Know State/National Stds



Writing:  Helpful hints
Have colleagues edit



Writing:  Helpful hints

Get to know VIPs

Use connections:
Parents

Board
Alumni



Writing:  Helpful hints



Let’s Write a Grant!



Thank you

Dr. Sarah W. Baird

sarahbaird@spma.com

Sarahwbaird.com

mailto:sarahbaird@spma.com
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